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I. BACKGROUND

On 11 January 2002, the Secretariat received the following Note from the US
Administration proposing an amendment to simplify the structured nomenclature to
heading 90.09.

. PROPOSAL BY THE US ADMINISTRATION TO
SIMPLIFY THE STRUCTURED NOMENCLATURE TO HEADING 90.09

“The United States submits the following proposed maodification to the structured
nomenclature to heading 90.09.
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NRO250E1

Heading 90.09

Replace subheadings 9009.11 through 9009.30 with the following new subheadings :

“9009.10 - Electrostatic photo-copying apparatus
9009.40 - Other copying apparatus”

Because of changes in technology, electrostatic photo-copiers now account for at least
97% of US trade’ in the copiers classified in heading 90.09. Of those copiers only about 1%
are of the direct-process, electrostatic type provided for in subheading 9009.11. Trade in the
other subheadings for copiers is similarly insignificant. In our view, the current 5
subheadings for copiers should be reduced to two.”

[ll. SECRETARIAT COMMENTS

While acknowledging the valid point made by the US Administration in its proposal, the
Secretariat is of the opinion that more substantial changes to the structured homencalture
are needed in order to address some of the major issues in this area. To this effect, the
Secretariat would refer the Sub-Committee to the Secretariat proposals in Doc. NR0O221E1.

IV. CONCLUSION

The Sub-Committee is invited to take into consideration the comments of the US
Administration and the Secretariat’'s comments in paragraph 4 when considering this agenda
item.

tus. imports and exports combined for 1999.



